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thread. He has boats upon the river going up and down for
his purchases. He buys salt from Yang-chou and incense and
candles from Tung-p'ing Fu. Dozens of clerks are employed
in his service. He is a ward of the Imperial Tutor Ts'ai in the
Eastern Capital, and a subordinate of Grand Marshal Chu.
He and Chai, the Comptroller of the Imperial Tutor's house-
hold, are upon a footing of kinship. He is on friendly terms
with the highest officers of the Province, not to mention their
underlings. He has acre upon acre of property and so much
rice that it rots in his barns. His wife, by his second marriage,
is a daughter of Captain \Vu. He has five or six ladies and
scores of singing-boys and dancing-girls. There is continual
feasting in his house* He is about thirty-one or thirty-two, in
the very prime of life. He is tall and handsome, and he takes
medicine to strengthen his weapon. In matters of love, none
is more skilled than he. He plays backgammon and chess,
and is an expert ball-player. He is well up in the philosophers
and every kind of amusement. He profits by everything he
sees. Indeed, so clever a man can only be compared to a fine
piece of jade or a lump of pure gold/
"Now, Lady, he has heard that your family has held high
rank for generations, and he knows that the young master has
been in the military academy. He would very much like to
make your acquaintance. Of course, he cannot do that without
a preliminary meeting. The other day he was given to under-
stand that your birthday is not far distant. He would like to
be allowed to come in a friendly way to celebrate the occasion.
He spoke to me about the matter. I said to him: *I can quite
see that you don't feel you can call without an introduction of
some sort. Let me go and speak to the lady and ask her leave/
Lady, I don't regard this simply as a question of becoming
friendly with him. You will be able to ask him to help you to
get rid of the young master's bad companions. I do not think
a man of his sort will be in any way damaging to the good
fame of your house."
Lady Lin was already persuaded, but she said to the old
woman: "We have never met. How can we suddenly pick up
an acquaintance?"
"That need not trouble you," the old woman said. "I will
go to him and say that you would be glad of his help about an

